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A Victrola Recital with Lantern Slides in a Chicago Public School. 


‘Nowadays, we are training the eye too much, and the ear not enough,”’ 
said a noted educator. 

Teach boys and girls to open their ears to the charm of the Tone World, and 
you will lay the foundations for a sound musical taste and much future pleasure. 


The Victrola and Victor Records 


are the best and only means of bringing the art and personality of the World’s 
Greatest Artists into your school room. 

We take pleasure in calling your attention to the following records, which | 
you may hear at any Victor dealer’s: 


64687 ‘DeepRiver (Wm. Arms Fisher) 





iii 
The Two Grenadiers (Heine- 
} 


10 in.$1.00 | Frances Alda B® Schumann) /n English 
282 | Just Before the Battle, Mother ower t Clarence Whitehill 
- 87282 Root) rnestine 64761 { Tim Rooney’s at the Fightin’ 
2 1n.d~.! Schumann-Heink 10 in.$1.00{ (Nora Flynn) Evan Williams (jf) 
Stories 
35664 {Cinderella (Fairy Talc) Sally Hamlin | 
12 in.$1.25 | Jack and the Beanstalk (Fairy Tale Sally Hamlin | 
Instrumental 
74563 Ave Maria (Schubert-Wilhelmj) 
12 in.$1.50 Violin Solo Jascha Heifetz 
64758 {Valse Bluette (Drigo) 
10 in.$1.00 Violin Solo Jascha Heifetz 
64753 f Hungarian Dance No.6 (Brahms) 
10 in.$1.00 Philadelphia Symphony Orchestra 


Rhythmic Rote Songs 























See-Saw (2) The Giants (3) Froggies’ Swimming School 

17596 | (Piano accompaniment) (Riley-Gaynor) Elsie Baker 
10 in. 75¢ _— Bubbles (2)Pit-a-Pat (3) The Sailor (Piano 

accompaniment) (Riley-Gaynor) Elsie Baker | 


““A New Graded List of Victor Records” is now ready for free distribu- 
tion to teachers and supervisors. 

For further information, see your Victor dealer, 
or write to the 





Victrola XXV, $75 


specially manufactured Educational Department 
for School use Victor Talking Machine Co. 
Hi5} When the Victrola i ti 
: use, ox horn pos be eivaed Camden, N. J. 


under the instrument safe and 


iit t . 
’ secure from danger, and the 
cabinet can be locked to protect 
i it from dust and promiscuous O 
| j use by irresponsible people. 
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Buying Silence 
The user of the “Silent Smith’ buys, in addition to a 
writing machine—OFFICE QUIET. 


Instead of the clatter of the ordinary typewriter, he hears 
the gentle “tap, tap,” of the type against the paper— 
practically the only sound. 


This result has been brought about by mechanical refine 


ments. Ball bearings, lightness of touch, ease of operation 

and a minimum of noise—all help the operator to turn out 

neat, accurate written work. 

Send for free booklet, ‘“‘The Silent Smith."" It has valuable information about 
typewriting and typewriters. 


. SMITH & BROS. TYPEWRITER* COMPANY 


Factory and Home Office: Syracuse, N. Y. 
Branches in all Principal Cities 
311 BROADWAY, N. Y. CITY 
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Six Months of War Camp Community Service 
May-Ocrtoser 1917 


Six months have passed since the War Department Com- 
mission on Training Camp Activities, determined that the men 
in uniform should have some substitute for the relationships of 
life from which they had suddenly been cut off, requested the 
Playground and Recreation Association of America to send a 
community organizer to each of the cities near the training camps 
to organize the recreational and social life of the community 
so that it would function for the benefit of the soldiers in their 
free time. Six months of experimentation—of path-finding on 
the part of the pioneers who have set out on the task which is 
without precedent in the history of the conduct of the world’s 
wars; six months of a get-together movement such as American 
cities have never known, resulting in a welding of forces within 
each community which is making for the solidarity of its civic 
life as it plays its part in preparing the men in training for their 
great task. 

One hundred seven community organizers are at work help- 
ing cities to fulfill their obligations to their soldier guests. At 
least 170 cities and small communities organized for service are 
being aided in their efforts to provide leisure time activities for 
the men in uniform. Thousands of individuals, churches and 
organizations of all kinds, are thinking and acting together that 
our new national army may be the stronger physically, mentally 
and morally, the better prepared to fight because they have not 
failed in their great task of friendliness. These are the human 
factors which have made possible the accomplishments of the first 
six months of War Camp Community Service. 

It will not be possible to tell in any detail the story of the 
work in each city, of conditions overcome, of victories won; nor 
can any adequate conception be given of the results accomplished, 
since War Recreation Service deals primarily with that “intangible 
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SIX MONTHS OF WAR CAMP COMMUNITY SERVICE 


thing called the spirit.” A brief outline, however, of the steps 
which have been taken in each city and of some of the tangible 
accomplishments brought about will be of interest to those who 


are following the history of America’s new army on home battle 
fields, 


EAstERN Division 


AYER, MassacHusEeTts—Camp DEVENS 

The character of War Camp Community Service at Camp 
Devens is determined in great measure by the fact that it is a 
large camp located near a number of small communities. Ayer, 
less than a mile away, has a population of 3,000; most of the 
other towns are smaller. Boston, which is visited by many of 
the men in their free time, is 30 miles away. 

The Committee on Training Camp Activities organized in 
July has been instrumental through its various departments in 
having made a study of social and recreational conditions in the 
communities, taking into consideration the welfare of the com- 
munity as well as of the soldier. As a result of the work of the 
committee and its many departments, extensive home hospitality 
has been developed and entertainments, suppers and dances are 
being given in profusion. Churches, social and fraternal organiza- 
tions have thrown open their doors to the men in uniform. At the 
suggestion of the committee the churches of Ayer have united in 
the Christian Federation which is using one central plant not only 
for religious services but as a social center. The establishment 
of an information bureau with its registry of houses and rooms 
and a miscellaneous service department, and weekly conferences 
of representatives of all the agencies working inside and outside 
the camp, have been very effective in strengthening the work. 

One of the most important developments has been along the 
line of soldiers’ clubs, ten of which have been erected. One within 
the cantonment near a pond furnishes opportunities for outdoor 
sports as well as indoor activities; the other at Ayer has only 
indoor facilities. Bath houses have been built at a nearby pond 
with accommodations for both officers and soldiers. 

Work for girls centers in two club houses, one in Shirley, 
the other in Ayer, both with resident workers who are directing 
the activities of the girls in the neighborhood of the camp and 
providing properly conducted dances and socials. A home for 
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SIX MONTHS OF WAR CAMP COMMUNITY SERVICE 


working girls is under way, a Travelers’ Aid worker has been 
placed at the Ayer railroad station and representatives of the 
Travelers’ Aid Society in towns throughout New England stand 
ready to give aid to the women relatives and friends of the soldiers 
going to camp. 


BALTIMORE, MARYLAND—CAMP MEADE 

Organization of the community work for Camp Meade, in- 
augurated in August, has involved not only work in Baltimore 
but in Annapolis and in the communities in Prince George and 
Howard counties in the immediate vicinity of the camp. Although 
the main organization centers in Baltimore it has representatives 
from the state at large and is known as the Maryland War 
Recreation Commission. The churches of Baltimore are initiating 
the “take-a-soldier-home-to-dinner” movement and extensive home 
hospitality is being enjoyed. 

Work for the Jewish men at camp has made rapid progress, 
the Y. M. H. A. having opened an information bureau and a 
building for club house and lodging purposes in Baltimore. A 
United Service Club will be opened in Baltimore in a short time 
under the auspices of the Mothers’ Congress. Public recreation 
facilities have been turned over to the soldiers, the public baths 
of the city being free to men in uniform as are the municipal 
dances which are a feature of Baltimore’s public recreation pro- 
gram. Bulletins of information have been issued and in an effort 
to meet the soldiers’ need for lodging facilities one of the largest 
churches of the city has opened its parlors for dormitory pur- 
poses, and other churches are considering similar action. Work 
for girls is progressing under the Patriotic Leagues which are 
being organized in the communities near the camp by a repre- 
sentative of the Y. W. C. A. 


BATTLE CrEEK, MicuicaN—Camp CUSTER 

Uniting their efforts and activities under a community War 
Recreation Board, the organizations and citizens of Battle Creek 
since July the thirty-first have been “doing their bit” for the 
men at Camp Custer. 

The generous action of the Elks in turning over their entire 
building with the exception of the lodging rooms proper to the 
Community War Recreation Board has secured for the Board 
headquarters for its work and a soldiers’ club for the men in 
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SIX MONTHS OF WAR CAMP COMMUNITY SERVICE 


training. Pageants and special holiday celebrations have added 
greatly to the program of activities. The military pageant staged 
in August showing a day’s activities at camp and the big Labor 
Day celebration in which the soldiers and military bands had a 
prominent part, proved especially enjoyable. 

The efforts of the War Recreation Board have greatly im- 
proved the standard of theatrical and musical productions given 
at Battle Creek, performances having been arranged for such 
artists as Mme. Bernhardt, Fritz Kreisler, Mme. Galli Curci and 
Charles B. Alexander. The vaudeville and moving picture man- 
agers have agreed to submit their bookings to the committee each 
week for censoring. 

Receptions, banquets, Hallowe’en parties, entertainment 
through the churches, a Community Sunday with special sermons 
on War Recreation Service, the opening of a number of club 
rooms, the development of girls’ work through Patriotic Leagues 
which are conducting four information bureaus, the formation of 
a community chorus under the direction of the camp song leader, 
the collecting of flowers for 600 men at the camp hospital by the 
school children—these are a few of the experiments in friendli- 
ness which the citizens of Battle Creek are making. 


Boston, MASSACHUSETTS—NAVAL STATIONS AND Forts 

Definite organization of the work in Boston was not effected 
until the middle of September when the Boston Committee on 
Training Camp Activities was created and activities inaugurated 
for the men at the six nearby naval stations and seven adjacent 
forts as well as for the men at Camp Devens coming to Boston 
in their free time. 

Among the accomplishments of the committee have been the 
listing of rooming houses for visiting women, the issuing of 
weekly bulletins of information, home entertainment, entertain- 
ment through many churches, week-end parties and dances in 
Boston and many of the surrounding cities and towns, the open- 
ing of a United Service Club, the extension of club privileges to 
officers and the organization of branch committees in Higham and 
Weymouth. The Committee on Athletics has been active in raising 
funds for athletic equipment for the men at the Naval Stations, 
forts and Camp Devens, and in arranging cross country runs, 
baseball and football games, golf tournaments and an athletic 
carnival. 
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CHILLICOTHE, On10—CamMp SHERMAN 

In the development of the work at Chillicothe much emphasis 
has been laid upon meeting the problem of inadequate facilities 
and upon the need for providing such essential material equip- 
ment as hotels for the men in khaki. Through the working out 
of the plans for the so-called Camp Sherman Community Project, 
funds will be available for the provision of such equipment, the 
Red Cross, the Daughters of the American Revolution, the 
Federated Women’s Clubs, the Y. W. C. A. and other organiza- 
tions having contributed large sums. It is estimated that the plan 
will involve the expenditure of half a million dollars. 

Further accomplishments of the Community Service include 
the establishment of an information bureau, the organization of 
a church federation which has opened ten rest rooms and club 
rooms in churches and arranged for suppers and concerts; the 
promotion of a Girls’ Patriotic League, the organization of a 
Protective Bureau and the securing of temporary detention quar- 
ters; the provision of comfort stations; the enlargement of the 
facilities of a number of fraternal organizations for the entertain- 
ment of soldiers and the publication of a guide book telling of 
points of interest in the city and containing a white list of local 
hotels and restaurants. 


GETTYSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 

The Gettysburg Committee on Soldiers’ Free Time Activities 
has been at work since June organizing and enlarging the facilities 
which were inadequate for the needs of the thousands of men 
at camp. 

The community’s activities inaugurated in a splendid spirit 
of cordiality have centered largely in the club and rest rooms, at 
least seven of which have been established, five of them under 
paid leaders, by the churches and Red Cross. The Old Home 
Newspaper room in one of the church rest rooms with its filed 
newspapers from the home towns of the men, is justly popular. 
Socials and entertainments of all kinds make these club rooms 
invaluable. Band concerts twice a week on the band stand erected 
by the local committees, glee club concerts, automobile rides for 
convalescent soldiers, home entertainment, the provision of a 
circulating library for the families of the men and of two swim- 
ming pools made possible by the generosity of the business men 
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SIX MONTHS OF WAR CAMP COMMUNITY SERVICE 


of York, socials, dances, baseball games and an athletic meet in 
which the whole camp participated have made Gettysburg’s hospi- 
tality to its soldier guests noteworthy. 

The facilities of Gettysburg College with its athletic and 
baseball fields were early in the history of the work turned over 
to the committee and during the summer the dormitories housed 
many of the officers’ families. 

Much emphasis has been laid on the work for girls in Gettys- 
burg, Hanover and York. Patriotic Leagues have been organized 
and a curfew law passed, volunteer officials having been appointed 
to aid in its enforcement. Lectures have been given the girls 
and women of the community by a woman physician. 

The extension of the work of York and Hanover has resulted 
in extensive entertainment in these communities and the opening 
of a number of khaki clubs. A committee has also been organized 
at Emmitsburg, Md., to provide for the men going there from 
camp. 


HempsteaD, Lone IsLtANnpD—Camp MILLs 

The work initiated in August has been steadily expanded 
under the name of the Nassau County Commission on Training 
Camp Activities so that it now definitely includes eight or ten 
of the communities within a radius of fifteen miles. Seven perma- 
nent soldiers’ clubs are in operation in ,Hempstead, Freeport, 
Mineola, Westbury and Jamaica. The priviliges of four country 
clubs have been extended to commissioned officers. A map of 
recreational facilities in the vicinity has been issued. 

As Camp Mills affords only open-air shower bath facilities, 
the need for warm baths when the cold weather set in has been 
met on a large scale through private and public generosity. Prob- 
ably two thousand men daily have thus been accommodated in 
homes, the Hempstead fire headquarters, Garden City Hotel and 
other places without charge. 

Home and group entertainment has perhaps been the out- 
standing feature of hospitality. All the communities have shared 
in this, entertaining from fifty to 1,300 men. Many churches are 
giving weekly affairs ranging from simple refreshments after Sun- 
day evening service to bountiful supper dances. The soldiers 
have reciprocated this hospitality in a most gratifying manner. 
They have participated in the religious and social services at the 
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SIX MONTHS OF WAR CAMP COMMUNITY SERVICE 


churches by acting as ushers and by furnishing choral and band 
music. They have also provided music for the open-air concerts 
and dances. 

To aid in the development of work for girls a Patriotic League 
has been organized at Hempstead, the high school girls have 
been brought together in a Girls’ Friendly Society and an organizg- 
tion of business girls effected. 


KALAMAZOO, MicH1GAN—CAMP CUSTER 

Until September the activities in Kalamazoo for the men at 
Camp Custer were considered a part of the general program in 
which Battle Creek is also participating. In September, however, 
a war recreation secretary was stationed at Kalamazoo and a com- 
mittee known as the War Recreation Board was organized. Lack 
of transportation facilities between the camp and city has prevented 
any extensive program of activities. A foundation for construc- 
tive work is, however, being laid through the organization of a 
Girls’ Patriotic League, the employment of two Travelers’ Aid 
workers, the formation of a Soldiers’ Friendship League by one 
of the churches, the giving of two dances each week and a num- 
ber of entertainments. At Augusta, two miles from camp, the 
Methodist church is conducting community work for the soldiers. 

As soon as transportation facilities permit of the men’s 
coming to the city, Kalamazoo will have an opportunity to put 
into effect the plans which have been so enthusiastically made. 


New Lonpon, CoNNECTICUT 

The community organizer assigned to New London faced the 
problem of coordinating the efforts of a number of organizations 
which had already undertaken the task of providing recreation for 
the soldiers at the three forts near the city, at the camp at 
Niantic and for the naval reserves and men at the navy base and 
state pier. In September an organization was effected and the 
War Recreation Bureau of New London established. 

The churches are extending a hearty welcome to the men and 
providing socials and other forms of entertainment. Home hospi- 
tality is rapidly increasing and entertainments are being provided 
at the different bases, a number of recitals having been given. 


Newport, Roope IsLaNnD—NavaL TRAINING STATION 
An unusually well-equipped naval club at Coddington Point— 
the pride of sailor and citizen alike—was one of the first achieve- 
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ments in June of the War Service made possible through the 
efforts of the war recreation secretary by the cooperation of the 
local Red Cross. Connected as it is with the training station by 
a bridge built by the government, surrounded by spacious lawns 
and groves covering 125 acres, the club house of 50 rooms with 
its long piazza, club equipment and canteen is serving thousands 
of men. Athletic meets and contests on the grounds which have 
been laid out in baseball and athletic fields by the men themselves, 
weekly vaudeville performances in which the boys take part and 
which are frequently attended by 6,000 men, are adding to the 
popularity of the club. 

The Newport Committee on Training Camp Activities, or- 
ganized in October, is responsible for the stimulation of com- 
munity activities. Four churches have opened their parish houses 
as club rooms. One of them employs a special war worker. Two 
Service Clubs have been opened on Thames Street and on the 
Government Landing. Bureaus of information with rooming 
house lists have been established through the Civic League and 
Red Cross. Many citizens are entertaining the men in their 
homes and several fraternal orders have opened their rooms for 
dances and socials. 


New York City 

The first problem faced by the war recreation worker in 
New York City involved the getting of information to the men 
as to what they could see in New York City and what kind of 
recreation was open to them by public and private agencies. This 
has been done in part through the distribution of bulletins of in- 
formation. 

The establishment of National Service Clubs has been an- 
other important line of work. National Service Club No. 1, 
across the street from the Pennsylvania Station, was established 
under the auspices of the Harvard Club of New York City. A 
second has been opened in the theatrical district; a third is de- 
signed for the use of men from all the ships in the North River. 
There are in addition a number of clubs and restaurants run by 
churches and settlements. The getting of enlisted men into the 
theatres at reduced rates and in some cases for the payment of 
war tax only; the securing for soldiers and sailors of homes open 
for Sunday dinners, and special entertainments on Thanksgiving 
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have been among the other accomplishments of the National Serv- 
ice Commission. 

Work for girls has run into the enlistment of fifteen to twenty 
thousand girls under a Patriotic League in which the clubs repre- 
sented are under various auspices. 

In coordinating the work of the numerous agencies anxious 
to help the 45,000 to 75,000 men coming to the city, the recreation 
workers are using the Clearing House Service of the Mayor’s 
Committee and the Mayor’s Committee of Women on National 
Defense. 


NracaRA Fatits, NEw YorK—Fort NIAGARA 

Niagara Falls was one of the first communities to be organ- 
ized for work for student officers, the Niagara Falls Committee 
on Training Camp Activities having been active since May. Three 
communities have been affected by the presence of the men: 
Youngstown with a population of 550, Lewiston with its 700 
people and Niagara Falls, a resort town of 30,000 inhabitants 12 
miles from camp. One of the first accomplishments of the com- 
mittee was the setting forward of the date of opening of a large 
commercial recreation resort near the camp from June 23 to 
May 30. A large summer resort hotel opened in May for the 
benefit of the soldiers and their families has served as a social 
center for the soldiers and townspeople. A tea room opened in 
Youngstown by the Y. W. C. A. has proved a great boon. 

The provision of Saturday night dances chaperoned by women 
of the community has been from the inauguration of the program 
one of the most popular features. These dances have been of two 
types—one for the student officers; the other, a community dance, 
has been developed in sections of the community not provided 
for by other dances. Entertainment by the country club, college 
clubs and fraternal orders and at private homes has added greatly 
to the enjoyment of the men. 

With the hearty cooperation of the officers at camp, a great 
deal has been done to provide entertainments at the camp. A 
recital by Nora Bayes, a concert by the Kilties Band of ,the 
Shredded Wheat Co., vaudeville performances, war motion pic- 
tures, football games and many other types of entertainment have 
been made possible for the men. Community singing under the 
direction of the camp song leader has recently become a popular 
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feature of the program. The formation of Patriotic Leagues for 
the girls in the various communities and special entertainment 
through the Y. W. C. A. at Youngstown is making possible a 
program of girls’ work. 


PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 

The most important contribution of the War Camp Com- 
munity Service to the work in Philadelphia has been the coordina- 
tion of the efforts and activities of the many organizations and 
groups which had been working independently for the sailors at 
the League Island Navy Yard and other stations. In July repre- 
sentatives of each group were organized into a sub-committee on 
recreation of the Committee of Public Safety which under a 
number of departments is carrying on many activities. Over 50 
organizations are represented in this sub-committee. Weekly bulle- 
tins have been published listing all theatrical attractions, special 
classes, socials and recreation centers have been developed and 
clubs have been opend to men in uniform; accommodations for 
friends and relatives of the men are being secured. Many of 
the clubs of the city are offering systematic week-end entertain- 
ments to groups of sailors and a number are extending privileges 
of membership. Extensive weekly schedules of dances, concerts 
and entertainments are offered. 

Under the War Emergency Unit with its staff of paid workers 
educational service is made possible for the men at the marine 
barracks in classes in automobile mechanics, electricity, typewriting, 
surveying, and conversational French. The organization of a 
clearing house in charge of a paid worker and two enlisted men 
from the navy and marines has made available a complete file of 
all the entertainment forces of the city—professional and amateur, 
musical and dramatic, lecturers and speakers. ‘This list is being 
placed at the disposal of all groups both within the city and at 
the various stations wishing to give entertainments to the men in 
uniform. This work has been greatly increased through the 
assuming of large responsibilities towards the men at Camp Dix 
where entertainments are now being sent regularly. 

The definite organization of a women’s committee consisting 
of 70 organizations working for the welfare of girls and women 
has given a great impetus to girls’ work to which special workers 
have been assigned. A very practical and full program has 
been outlined and patriotic rallies and meetings are being held. 
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PLATTSBURG, NEw YorK—Orricers’ TRAINING CAMP 

The Plattsburg Federation for Training Camp Activities or- 
ganized early in May represents one of the pioneer efforts of 
the War Camp Community Service. After a careful study of 
conditions in the community all the forces were set to work on 
the problem of providing wholesome recreation. Saturday night 
church suppers caring for about 800 men each week, receptions, 
Saturday night dancing, extensive entertainment by fraternal orders, 
and the development of work for girls under the direction of special 
Y. W. C. A. workers, have been features of the program. 


SacketT Harsor, NEw YorK—WATERTOWN, NEw YorK—MADISON 
3ARRACKS 

Organized activities for the soldiers at Madison Barracks 
have been carried on since May when a Committee on Soldiers’ 
Recreation was organized in Sacket Harbor, a small community 
with a population of 800 people, and a special Soldiers’ Entertain- 
ment Committee appointed at Watertown, 12 miles from the 
barracks under the Efficiency and Preparedness League, a strong 
local organization. 

The opening of a recreation room in the firemen’s hall was 
one of the early accomplishments of the committee which has 
done much to provide recreation facilities for the student officers, 
regulars and national guardsmen. ‘The construction of a tennis 
court at Sacket Harbor, dances, receptions and extensive home hos- 
pitality at Watertown with week-end entertainment by fraternal 
orders, community sings and an “auld folk’s concert,” have made 
the program of entertainment for the men at Madison Barracks 
a comprehensive one. 


BuRLINGTON, VERMONT—Fort ETHAN ALLEN 

The consolidation in July of two citizens’ committees or- 
ganized before the entrance of the war recreation worker resulted 
in a strong committee known as the Burlington Committee on 
Training Camp Activities which is conducting work in Winooski 
and Essex Junction as well as in Burlington. 

The activities of the committee have included the promotion 
of commercial excursions on Lake Champlain, lawn fetes, dances, 
automobile rides for convalescent soldiers, the teaching of French, 
home hospitality and inter-camp athletics between the Plattsburgers 
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and the men at Forth Ethan Allen. The construction of a swim- 
ming beach in the Winooski River, the furnishing of dramatic 
talent for camp and the securing of policewomen, are also among 
the achievements of the committee. 


Syracuse, NEw YorkK 

The citizens of Syracuse, voicing their hospitality through 
the Syracuse Hospitality Committee appointed in June, have given 
unusual response to the challenge, “What will you do for your 
soldier guests?” A number of large khaki clubs were immediately 
opened through the Solvay Guild, the Solvay Process Co. and 
May Memorial Church. At these clubs and later at the army 
club opened in August have centered many of the activities for 
the men—dances, receptions, concerts and socials. The churches, 
four of which have opened small recreation rooms, have been 
responsible for suppers and many forms of entertainment. 

One of the noteworthy features of the Syracuse program has 
been the development of community singing which was inaugurated 
in June, culminating in August in a Song and Light Festival 
given by the community chorus and the soldiers under the direction 
of Harry Barnhart. Over 30,000 people including more than 
14,000 soldiers participated in the performance, the success of 
which surpassed the expectations of its most enthusiastic 
promoters. 

The hospitality of the citizens of Syracuse has been most 
cordially expressed through the opening of their homes to the 
soldiers, many hundreds of whom have been entertained weekly. 
For a citizen to pick up in his automobile the man in uniform 
whom he passes on the street, taking him home to dinner, is no 
unusual happening in Syracuse and no more welcome invitation 
can come to the soldier. 

Much emphasis has been laid on work for girls in the develop- 
ment of the Syracuse program and the Girls’ Patriotic League 
under the direction of a special worker is becoming a part of the 
city’s life. The patriotic pageant staged in September by the 
League was a noteworthy success. 

The withdrawal of most of the soldiers from Syracuse in 
October made unnecessary the retention of the services of a full 
time worker. The local work which is being continued is now 
under the general supervision of the worker responsible for 
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activities in Burlington, Plattsburg, and Sacket Harbor where the 
departure of troops has made the services of a worker in each 
community inadvisable. 


SPRINGFIELD, MassacHusETTS—CAMP  BARTLETT—SPRINGFIELD 
ARSENAL 

In making plans for the men at the arsenal and Camp Bart- 
lett, the community organizer on going to the city in October 
found that a number of organizations were already at work. He 
has cooperated in centralizing the efforts of these organizations 
and through his suggestion a hostess house has been erected as 
a community enterprise. 

No extensive program of activities has been planned through 
the committee on War Camp Community Service as Camp Bart- 
lett will not be continued as a winter camp. 


TENAFLY, NEw JERSEY—CaMP MERRITT 

The establishment early in September of an Embarkation 
Camp in northern New Jersey affecting Englewood, Hackensack, 
Tenafly and a number of smaller communities, necessitated the 
services of a war recreation worker. As it seemed advisable to 
carry on the work as a county undertaking, the Bergen County 
Committee of 100 was organized to act as a coordinating body 
for all civilian work conducted in the interests of the soldiers. 

The Womens’ Committee of the Council of National Defense, 
the Red Cross, Community Club, Borough Club, Womens’ Club 
and many other bodies are cooperating, each doing the work for 
which it is best fitted. Social, reading, lounging, and writing 
rooms have been opened in churches of the towns nearest to the 
camp, some of them providing billiards, pool, shuffle board, bowl- 
ing and shower bath facilities. Soldiers’ Clubs are being main- 
tained in four of the towns adjacent to camp, teams of men and 
women being on duty to care for the cafeteria and entertainment 
features. Entertainments have been furnished inside the camp 
for the Y. M. C. A. two nights per week since September the 
twenty-fifth and it is now planned to have entertainments every 
Wednesday night in the six church parish houses nearest to 
camp. Dances, concerts, church suppers and socials have been 
held in all the towns and home entertainment has been extensive. 

A trained worker has organized branches of the Girls’ Pat- 
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riotic League in 27 towns of the county, the girls having made and 
raised the money to pay for 1,900 comfort kits which they pre- 
sented to the members of the permanent guard regiment on 
Christmas. 


WasHIncrTon, D. C. 

The organization in June of the District War Service Com- 
mission of 130 members marked the inauguration of organized 
work in Washington for the numerous encampments and forts 
near the city. 

At the suggestion of the War Camp Community Service 
worker the Supervisor of Playgrounds of the District of Colum- 
bia made available the playground facilities such as swimming, 
tennis and other equipment adapted for the use of soldiers and all 
men in uniform. The reservation was secured of eight tennis 
courts at Potomac Park for the exclusive use of the men in uni- 
form. Free instruction in swimming was given the soldiers, sailors 
and marines for whom the municipal pools were reserved at 
certain hours, one pool being devoted exclusively to the use of 
men for the entire day with a teacher in attendance. Arrange- 
ments were made for the reservation of five open air dance 
pavilions on the playgrounds and for the lighting for evening use 
of playgrounds, swimming pools and the municipal bathing beach. 

The churches of Washington have been organized for unde- 
nominational union services. Two committees have been formed, 
one on religious ministrations and the other on church hospitality. 
One of the notable achievements of the former is the holding 
of open air services each Sunday afternoon in the public park in 
the rear of the White House and at Cathedral Close, when dis- 
tinguished orators make stirring patriotic addresses and the 
Marine Band plays. The Committee on Church Hospitality has 
been organizing the churches of the District for such hospitality 
as is possible in the church plants, and has offered club facilities 
to men in uniform. 

Through the efforts of the Committee on Special Entertain- 
ments a census of amateur and professional talent has been made 
and with the cooperation of commercial recreation interests vaude- 
ville entertainments have been sent to each camp in the vicinity 
of the District of Columbia each week. Cooperating with this 
committee is a motor corps of volunteers who transport the 
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entertainers from town to camp. Individual hospitality has been 
extensive and week-end parties numerous. At the suggestion of 
war workers many of the citizens of Washington have initiated a 
series of Saturday afternoon entertainments at home. A number 
of rest rooms have been opened by various organizations. 

During August the provision of such special entertainments 
as pugilistic bouts attended by 15,000 people, twenty dances, 
twenty-three band concerts, forty-three entertainments and many 
dinners were reported as the result of the month’s activities. 
Throughout the summer daily band concerts at the camps and in 
the city parks and Sunday afternoon concerts by the military 
band with prominent soloists and choirs leading in the community 
singing gave much enjoyment to the citizens as well as to the 
soldiers. Home hospitality has assumed large proportions, 600 
men having been entertained in private homes during the first week 
in September. The Board of Education has granted the use of 
school buildings and equipment for educational classes for soldiers. 
Arrangements have been made for girls’ clubs to hold dances and 
entertainments. 


WRIGHTSTOWN, NEW JERSEY—TRENTON, NEw JeERsEyY—Camp Dix 

Although Camp Dix is located at Wrightstown, a small village 
of a few hundred people, work in the camp has extended to Trenton 
and to the communities of Burlington, Mount Holly, Pemberton, 
New Egypt and a number of small towns. 

In August the War Recreation Board was organized in Trenton 
and as a result of its efforts an outline of laws affecting soldier life 
has been prepared and distributed ; the armory has been secured for 
public entertainments at state expense and two volunteer police- 
women have been appointed. An effective organization of church 
forces has been created to coordinate the activities of the local 
churches. A music committee is at work securing talent for camp 
entertainments, forming a community chorus and orchestra and 
arranging for a production by the soldiers. 

Committees have been organized in New Egypt, Pemberton, 
Burlington, Moorestown and Mount Holly. In New Egypt and 
in nine other communities Girls’ Patriotic Leagues have been organ- 
ized with great success; churches and fraternal organizations are 
planning entertainments and a hospitality house has been opened by 
the Women’s Council of Defense. A recreation center is being 
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established at Bordentown and rooming house conditions are being 
studied. Two khaki clubs have been opened under the Women’s 
Council of Defense at Wrightstown where increased business enter- 
prises due to the presence of the camp have necessitated the forma- 
tion of a Board of Trade. Arrangements have been made for a 
rest house in Mount Holly and a number of churches in the com- 
munity are holding socials for the soldiers. 

Because of the complexity of the problem arising in connection 
with the work for the men at Camp Dix it has been found advisable 
to give one recreation secretary responsibility for the work at 
Trenton, New Egypt, Bordentown and the district northeast of 
camp. A second worker with headquarters at Mount Holly is 
supervising work at Pemberton, Burlington and the vicinity south- 
west of the camp. A third worker stationed at Wrightstown acts 
as the medium through which the other workers deal with the sol- 
diers and camp authorities. 


YAPHANK, Lonc IsLAanD—Camp Upton 

Camp Upton, located as it is in the open country with no large 
city in the immediate vicinity, presents many difficulties from the 
point of view of community work for the soldiers. Upen six 
communities, the largest of which has a population of only 7,000 
falls the burden of extending hospitality to the men. Organization 
was effected at Riverhead, at Patchogue where the federation num- 
bers more than 700 enthusiastic members, and in Centre Moriches. 
Community choruses have been started. The military club at 
Patchogue has proved a very popular center and several well- 
conducted dances have been held. A number of homes in this 
community as in others of the small places near the camp have 
been opened for the accommodation of officers’ families. 

In the small communities such as Yaphank and Manorville work 
is being carried on through existing agencies. A club house has 
been opened at Centre Moriches and arrangments made for a com- 
munity chorus. 


CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN DiIvIsION 


ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA—CAMP BEAUREGARD 
Since August when the Alexandria War Recreation Board was 
organized Alexandria’s activities for its guests have been unceasing. 
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Entertainments, dances, concerts, home hospitality and social activi- 
ties of all kinds have marked the progress of War Camp Community 
Service. The collection of books for camp, the opening of a gram- 
mar school for educational service, the erection of a large tent in 
the open space near a post office as a rest room, the provision of 
three khaki clubs and of a club for girls, have been further proofs 
of Alexandria’s hospitality towards its soldier guests. 

The churches have been very active and through the efforts of 
the Board a Sunday morning special is being operated between camp 
and town. Entertainments are being given at camp and community 
singing has been introduced. The band stand, athletic field and 
baseball diamond fitted up at City Park are popular facilities. 
Sunday afternoon band concerts are being given regularly at the 
park. 

The presence of large numbers of guests in the city has necessi- 
tated some very practical demonstrations of Alexandria’s hospitality. 
All available rooms have been listed and placed at the disposal of 
the guests ; a number of organizations have arranged for cots to be 
installed at their headquarters and a plan is being worked out for 
the erection of 25 portable houses for the use of officers’ families. 
For the erection of additional comfort stations the city has appropri- 
ated $1,000. As soon as funds are available a community auditorium 
will be erected. 


ANNISTON, ALABAMA—CAMP MCCLELLAN 

The enlargement in July of the work organized by the Chamber 
of Commerce has resulted in a comprehensive program for the men 
at Camp McClellan. 

The Soldiers’ Welfare Bureau of the Chamber of Commerce 
had been in operation only a short time when plans had been com- 
pleted for a down-town comfort station and drinking fountains 
and a canvass made of available rooms for the soldiers’ guests. So 
rapidly has this work grown that in August an expert was secured 
to take charge of the work of providing accommodations. Fifty 
thousand dollars has been expended in the renovation of an old 
inn and a new hotel is being built at a cost of $60,000 or $70,000. 
The information bureau, maintained at a cost of $100 a month has 
been used extensively by the men and officers, over 500 soldiers’ 
families having been aided in finding accommodations. 

The extension of private club privileges, the opening of a club 
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for officers as well as a number of rest rooms and khaki clubs for 
the privates through churches and fraternal orders, the provision of 
Sunday afternoon entertainments by the Pastors’ Union, of twilight 
concerts and entertainments at camp and of dances and entertain- 
ments in the community have made Anniston’s program a very 
comprehensive one. Home hospitality has assumed large propor- 
tions especially for the men of Jewish faith. A soldiers’ rest room 
has been opened and is being maintained by the Bureau. All of 
the twenty-four wards at the base hospital have been adopted by 
various clubs in Anniston and Birmingham, and entertainments of 
all kinds are provided the convalescent soldiers. 


ATLANTA, GEoRGIA—CAMP McPHERSoN—Camp GorDON 


The Atlanta Commission on Training Camp Activities has been 
actively engaged since last May in giving a “home feeling” to the 
boys at camp. 

Notwithstanding the destructive fire which in May swept 75 
blocks of the city, Atlanta has made splendid progress in the enter- 
tainment of her soldier guests. One of the first accomplishments of 
the Commission was the securing of the use of the public swimming 
pools, baseball fields and tennis courts of the city. Special Sunday 
entertainments, musicals, organ recitals, singing and vaudeville at 
the city auditorium from two to nine p. m. attended by at least 
8,000 people, Saturday night dances, weekly band concerts, a Fourth 
of July entertainment and basket picnic bringing out 30,000 civilians 
and soldiers, a musical festival in which the choruses of all the negro 
churches participated, the collection of books for camp, automobile 
rides for convalescent soldiers, the provision of at least 15 enter- 
tainments a week at camp, community singing under the direction 
of the camp song leader and extensive entertainment in private 
homes, are all features of the program which is making Atlanta 
justly popular with the soldiers. The Rotary Soldiers’ Club with 
an average attendance of 3,000 men weekly, the Progressive Club 
reaching 2,500 men each week, and the Jewish Educational Alliance, 
attended by 3,000 soldiers during the course of the week, testify 
to the popularity of the club features which are being provided. 
From five to nine social clubs have reduced their rates for men in 
uniform while the Jewish Progressive has arranged to place cots in 
the auditorium for the use of soldiers. 

A list of reoming and boarding houses has been made and the 
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churches are exceedingly active in providing entertainments both 
in the community and at the camp and in keeping open house Satur- 
day nights and Sunday afternoons. Work for colored troops is 
progressing under a special committee. 


Aucusta, GEoRGIA—CAMP HANCOCK 

Although the history of War Recreation Service in Augusta 
dates back only to July the eleventh when the Soldiers’ Welfare 
Committee was organized, the city may well be proud of the record 
it has made as royal host to the boys in khaki. There are a number 
of reading and rest rooms at each of which a reception committee 
may be found from four to ten p. m. Dances are held each night 
in the armory and a half dozen churches are keeping open house 
involving entertainments of various kinds. A community concert 
is held every Sunday afternoon and community singing has caught 
the imagination of civilians and soldiers alike. Two military bands 
have been detailed for weekly concerts in the city’s main street. The 
fraternal orders are unusually active in providing entertainment for 
their members, preparing special banners and posters announcing 
events of interest. Individuals are eager to entertain the soldiers 
in their homes with the result that home hospitality is being carried 
on on a large scale. Many entertainments are being taken to the 
camp and receptions and dances in the community are numerous. 
Sunday automobile rides were by no means the least popular of the 
many features of Augusta’s hospitality, more than 3,000 men having 
been taken on one of these trips. A weekly War Camp Community 
bulletin schedules all events of interest to the soldiers. 

The maintenance of high standards in commercial recreation 
has been assured through a recent decision of the City Council that 
no licenses shall be granted for commercial amusements until the 
application has been investigated by the Committee on Commercial 
Recreation. 


BEAUFORT, SouTH CAROLINA—ParIs ISLAND, MARINE BARRACKS— 
Fort FREMONT 

War Camp Community Service in Beaufort with its population 

of about 25,000, two-thirds of whom are colored, and with practically 

no facilities for entertainment and no regular transportation from 

the station to the town, presents no simple problem. The Beaufort 

War Camp Community Service, organized early in September, is 
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making every effort to overcome unfavorable conditions and pro- 
vide adequate entertainment. An old arsenal has been obtained 
for use as a soldiers’ club. The opening of the club at which the 
men themselves provided the entertainment was a notable event 
in the social life of the community. The club house is becoming 
the center of most of the community effort of the city. At least 
two special affairs for enlisted men are given every week. A winter 
lyceum course of eight numbers was brought to Beaufort by the 
Sojourners’ Club. A rest room at Port Royal may soon be made 
available for the marines. 


CHARLESTON, SouTH CARoLINA—FortT MouttriE—NAVAL TRAIN- 
ING STATION 

Under the War Recreation Service Council organized in Sep- 
tember are being coordinated all the activities conducted by various 
organizations at work previous to the arrival of the war recreation 
secretary. As the work touches not only the men at the army post, 
navy yard, quartermaster’s barracks and naval hospital but also the 
men stationed at the rifle range at Mount Pleasant, activities have 
been extended to Mount Pleasant where rooms at Pythian Hall 
have been fitted up as a soldiers’ club, special entertainments being 
given here each week. 

For the men coming to Charleston in their free time, a club 
has been opened providing in addition to the usual facilities a restau- 
rant where meals may be secured at any time. Dances are given 
each week and entertainments are being provided in the rest rooms 
established by one of the churches and the Salvation Army. Weekly 
entertainments are being provided at all the posts and stations and 
a splendid start has been made in community singing. 


CHARLOTTE, NortH CaroLINA—CAMP GREENE 

With true Southern hospitality Charlotte has undertaken the 
task of playing host to the men at Camp Greene. In August the 
Charlotte Commission on Training Camp Activities was organized 
which has, under the leadership of the war recreation secretary, 
developed many activities. 

Acquainting the citizens with what other camp cities were 
doing for the soldiers, the publication of a map of the city and 
weekly bulletins of soldier entertainment, the establishment of a 
khaki club at one of the churches whose lawn has been fitted up as 
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a park with seats, were among the early achievements of the Com- 
mission. Following this other churches rapidly fell in line until 
eight down-town rest rooms were provided by churches which are 
also active in furnishing socials, musicals and concerts and in fur- 
thering home entertainment. More than 2,500 soldiers have been 
entertained on a Sunday in Charlotte’s homes. Fraternal orders are 
also doing splendid work for their brothers in khaki. In all, ten 
rest rooms are now in operation and two information bureaus have 
been established. A large number of benches have been placed 
about the city for the comfort of the soldiers and their guests. 
Splendid progress has been made in work for girls and women. 
The city and county commissioners have voted to appropriate $5,- 
000 for the maintenance for a year of a reformatory for women, 
part of it to be designated as a detention home for delinquent girls. 


Through the Y. W. C. A. several hundred girls have been enrolled 
in Patriotic League clubs and a large cafeteria has been provided 
which is doing much to solve the problem of adequate restaurant 
facilities 

CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE—FortT OGLETHORPE 


\s one of the pioneers and leaders in War Recreation Service 

ir Camp Community Service of Chattanooga has since last 

May been developing activities and devising effective methods of 
worl Before a month had elapsed forces were lined up, recep- 
nees and banquets given, a twenty-five acre swimming pool 
secured, guides furnished for sight-seeing trips and plans were well 


under way for the opening of a rest room and dry saloon in the 
heart of the city. Following immediately on these developments 


came the opening of club facilities to the men in khaki, the arrange- 
ment of organ recitals and Sunday afternoon musical programs, 
bi-weekly automobile rides, the establishment of an information 
bureau, the collection of a library for camp and the sending of enter- 
tainments to the recreation buildings in the camp. Moving picture 
performances have been opened on Sunday, a community chorus 
organized, entertainment through the churches intensified, the 
women of the churches taking an unusually large share in this work 
and a number of rest rooms were opened. 

Not content with the mere entertainment of men in their homes 
for dinner, which is one of the main features of Chattanooga’s 


hospitality, many families are providing their soldier guests with 
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latch keys and entertaining them over week-ends. Many of the 
churches, not satisfied to limit their activities to socials, suppers 
and special entertainments have each adopted a regiment, sending 
their choirs to camp, making plans for special Thanksgiving and 
Christmas activities and providing for their regiments the best 
possible type of entertainment. 

Splendid work has been done for the Jewish soldiers by the 
citizens of that faith. Work for girls has progressed under the 
leadership of the Y. W. C. A. workers, a pageant at Rossville 
being one of the special features of the program for girls. Not- 
withstanding the car strike in September which seriously interfered 
with the program, work has gone steadily forward. All activities 
have been enlarged and intensified and a splendid spirit of hospi- 
tality manifested throughout the history of Chattanooga’s hospitality 
towards its soldier guests. 


Cuicaco, ILLINOIS 

War Camp Community Service in Chicago touches the needs 
of seven distinct camps and reaches twenty-three or more com- 
munities. In most of the eighteen North Shore communities a war 
emergency union for controlling war-time problems had been de- 
veloped before the arrival of the war recreation workers in May. 
For the purpose of drawing these agencies into a centralized co- 
operating group, a Committee on North Shore Activities was formed 
with two representatives from each war emergency union. This 
committee later became affiliated with the Chicago War Recreation 
Service whose organization was completed in August. 

At the beginning of the work a census was taken of recreation 
facilities available for the men in uniform as a result of which many 
tennis courts and athletic fields are in use, the splendid equipment 
of the Chicago Park Commission having been placed at the disposal 
of the men. The Commission has also provided an expert play 
leader for Saturday night socials and made possible the presentation 
of a pageant The Coming of Peace. 

Entertainment in private homes has come to be a very import- 
ant part of the program of activities in the North Shore communi- 
ties and also in Chicago where such organizations as the Chicago 
Commons, Northwestern University Settlement and the Chicago 
Hebrew Institute are making a point of entertaining a large num- 
ber of men each week-end. 
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Through the Civic Music Association of the North Shore 
communities, much is being done to develop singing both in the 
communities and at the auditorium of the Great Lakes Naval Train- 
ing Station which has been secured. 

The publication of 10,000 maps of Chicago listing the attrac- 
tions of the city, the opening of a number of soldiers’ and sailors’ 
clubs, automobile rides, dances, community receptions, concerts and 
musicals, the provision of many dramatic and musical programs at 
the camps and stations, and weekly open house at the Chicago 
Women’s Club are only a few of the channels through which Chicago 
and the North Shore communities are extending hospitality to their 


guests. 


CoLUMBIA, SouTH CAROLINA—CAMP JACKSON 

The organization in August of the Soldier Life Activities 
Committee marked the inauguration of an active program of work 
for the soldiers. As approximately half the population of 56,000 
people are colored, the creation of a committee of colored citizens 
was found advisable to look after the needs of the colored workmen 
and later of the colored troops. 

Band concerts, dances and the extension of membership privi- 
leges through clubs, entertainment through churches, the provision 
of extensive and systematic dramatic and musical entertainments 
for the Y. M. C. A. huts, the opening of a community club with a 
committee of eight non-commissioned officers aiding the committee 
of the National League for Women’s Service, the establishment 
of lunch rooms in two of the churches and the development of 
work for girls through the Y. W. C. A. and the organization of 
Patriotic Leagues have made significant the activities of the com- 
mittee. 


Dayton, OHIO—WILBUR WRIGHT AVIATION FIELD 

Under the direction of the War Service Recreation Board and 
the war worker who gives part of his time to the work, the pro- 
vision of activities for the men at the aviation training camp has 
made progress. 

Among the activities of the board are the collection for the 
camp of a number of books, technical and mechanical magazines, 
the securing of the privileges of the community country club, the 
supplying of concerts and entertainments at camp, dances, com- 
munity singing and home hospitality. 
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Springfield, O., about fifteen miles from the aviation field, is 
being organized in connection with the Dayton work. 


Des Mornes, lowa—Camp Des Moines—Fort Dopcr 

Confronted with the problems arising from the presence of 
both white and colored troops, the War Recreation Board of 
Des Moines since the beginning of its activities in July has had 
a complex situation to face. 

The organization of community singing in which the colored 
troops have had an active part, has gone far in offering a solution 
for some of the problems. At one such sing at Drake University, 
12,000 people were present. Reviews of negro troops and special 
receptions for them have been helpful. The establishment of a 
special club for colored troops will soon be effected. This club will 
contain a temperance bar, cafeteria, music, game and reading rooms, 
a large auditorium and rooms for officers. ; 

The extension of Travelers’ Aid work for girls and the organ- 
ization of clubs have been successfully undertaken. Football games, 
athletic contests, socials, band concerts, picnic suppers, home hos- 
pitality, a series of dances for officers and enlisted men, the pro- 
vision of concerts and entertainments at camp, entertainment through 
the churches following a regular schedule, the listing of available 
rooms and the opening of information bureaus and club rooms 
have signalized the progress of War Recreation Service in Des 
Moines. 

Many of the activities are now centering in the army club 
made possible through the securing of the Shriners’ Temple with 
its equipment of a large auditorium and dance hall, assembly room, 
pool, billiard and card rooms. The club is under the direction of 
a paid leader and a house committee on which the military authori- 
ties have representation. 


GREENVILLE, SouTH CAROLINA—CAMP SEVIER 

The War Camp Community Service of Greenville, whose work 
for the men at Camp Sevier has been marked by true southern 
hospitality, represents the enlargement of an Efficiency Committee 
organized by the Chamber of Commerce previous to the arrival of 
a war recreation secretary in August. 

The securing of an appropriation of $7,500 for three comfort 
stations, the installation of drinking fountains, the listing of avail- 
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able boarding houses and rooms and the publication of a folder 
with information regarding the city are indicative of the committee’s 
efforts to provide for the comfort of the soldiers and their guests. 

The churches are taking a very prominent part in Greenville’s 
program of hospitality, many having equipped rest and club rooms 
and organized programs of suppers, socials and entertainments of 
various kinds. The extension of hospitality through fraternal 
orders and individuals, dances, sings, entertainments at camp and 
band concerts add greatly to the enjoyment of the men. 

Work for girls is being developed through the employment of 
two probation officers employed jointly by the city and the com- 
mittee and the securing of a Travelers’ Aid worker. Work has 
been extended to Greer, a mill town of 6,000 people. 


GuLrport, MississtpPI—NAvAL TRAINING STATION 

No program of activities has as yet been worked out as no 
definite word has been received regarding the arrival of men at 
the naval training station. The community stands ready, however, 
to initiate a program of work whenever the need arises. The 
creation of War Camp Community Service will involve work for 
approximately twenty-seven miles along the beach as for that 
distance there is an almost continuous string of houses divided into 
mill towns. 


HATTiespuRG, Mississt1ppPI—CAMP SHELBY 

The enlargement in July of the work inaugurated by the Public 
Welfare Committee has resulted in the development of an active 
program in Hattiesburg under the General Welfare and Training 
Camp Activities Committee. With a splendid spirit of hospitality 
the city has gone about its difficult task of providing through its 
present inadequate facilities for the thousands of soldiers and their 
guests who have been added to the city’s population. 

Home entertainment has been developed largely through the 
churches which are actively participating in the program of provid- 
ing socials and Saturday night suppers. Private homes available 
for guests have been listed and four clubs opened, one of them 
having been established by a Jewish order for men of all faiths. 
In connection with the officers’ club a club for officers’ wives has 
been organized. The city has installed comfort stations and drink- 
ing fountains and is paying one-half of the salary of a Travelers’ 
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Aid worker. A big reception at Kampor Park attended by 2,000 
men in uniform proved a great success. The Committee is provid- 
ing entertainment for the Y. M. C. A. huts in camp and has secured 
the cooperation of the local Y. M. C. A. in the free use for the men 
of all its facilities. Two fraternal orders have installed reading and 
rest rooms and all fraternal orders have made the connection with 
their members at camp and arranged special features for them. Two 
churches have opened reading and rest rooms in their parlors and 
the Kings’ Daughters have cooperated by opening a cafeteria and 
rest room in the court house. 


INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA—FortT BENJAMIN HARRISON 

None of the camp cities has proved itself a more eager host 
than Indianapolis which through the War Recreation Social Service 
Bureau organized in May has left nothing undone which might 
function for the well-being of the men at the fort. 

The securing of tennis courts and all public recreational facili- 
ties, the extension of private club privileges and home entertain- 
ment were some of the accomplishments brought about before the 
bureau was a month old. Automobile trips, banquets by fraternities, 
the arrangement of classes in French, geography, and history, a 
performance of the opera Pinafore at which $1,200 was raised for 
the work of the Travelers’ Aid Society, the establishment of an 
information bureau and the publication of a booklet telling of points 
of interest in the city, marked the developments of the second month. 
Other accomplishments signalizing the Indianapolis program of 
hospitality are a military athletic carnival given before 8,000 spec- 
tators, the opening of a three-floor khaki club equipped by the 
Rotarians at a cost of $15,000 and under the management of the 
military authorities and soldiers, the collection of a library for 
camp, community singing, the strengthening of work for girls 
through the organization of Patriotic Leagues, the distribution of 
25,000 booklets containing a map of the city and a calendar of 
events and activities and the provision of concerts and entertain- 
ments of various kinds. 

A unique feature of the Indianapolis program has been the 
organization of Indianapolis men and women from Ohio, Kentucky, 
West Virginia and Indiana, the four states represented at the 
fort, who are systematically entertaining the men from their respec- 
tive states. A further home touch is given through the activities 
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of the Home Department in communicating with the “folks back 
home.” The Indianapolis bureau has done unusual work in provid- 
ing entertainment for the men at the fort. Lectures by Ex- 
President Taft and William Jennings Bryan, war moving pictures 
and concerts by the Kilties Band and Indianapolis Glee Club have 
made this feature noteworthy. 


Jackson, MISSISSIPPI 

The Jackson Commission on Training Camp Activities organ- 
ized in September has fitted up a large room as a club and rest room 
and is providing entertainment for the men at camp and in the town. 


Kry WEstT, FLorIDA 

Adequate facilities for swimming, baseball and commercial 
recreation and the activities and equipment of a number of existing 
organizations have made the task of the Key West War Recreation 
Bureau, organized in August, a comparatively easy one. 

Activities through the churches, home entertainment, hospital- 
ity through fraternal orders, automobile rides and other special 
forms of entertainment have been planned although no permanent 
war recreation secretary is now stationed in the city. 


LouIsvILLE, KENtTucKY—CAMP TAYLOR 

Louisville’s War Recreation Board has been at work since 
August developing a justly popular program of activities. Sev- 
eral paid workers including nine matrons for service at the four 
principal railroad stations have been employed; a rooming hous< 
list is being kept and Travelers’ Aid work developed. The Protes- 
tant churches are uniting in a comprehensive program of activities, 
the Methodist Church having employed an executive secretary. A 
series of open houses on Sunday afternoons with entertainment 
features has been undertaken by several down town churches. A 
large three-story building has been secured for a club house and a 
centrally located tract will soon be at the disposal of the Board for 
the erection of a building for club purposes. The colored ministers, 
organized for work among the colored troops, are showing a splen- 
did spirit of cooperation. 

An interesting feature of the work is a commercial dance hall 
opened under the auspices of the Board which will operate every 
day in the week. The Girls’ Work Committee in charge of the 
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management of the hall is responsible for having chaperones on 
hand to introduce the soldiers and girls. A dance hall supervisor 
has been employed to standardize dancing in all the public dance 
halls of the city and to appoint chaperones who will be paid by the 
management. 

In connection with the activities for girls a woman physician 
has been secured to organize this phase of the work and to give a 
series of lectures. 


Macon, GeorciaA—CAMp WHEELER 

With a splendid spirit of cordiality the citizens of Macon 
through the organization in July of the Soldiers’ Welfare Commis- 
sion have undertaken their duties as hosts to the men in training at 
Camp Wheeler. 

Dances, socials, band concerts, extensive church and home 
entertainment, the use of the public playgrounds where a number 
of festivals have been given, the provision of drinking fountains 
and comfort stations, the securing of accommodations for the sol- 
diers’ guests, the collecting of books and magazines, the opening 
of a rest room in a church, the provision of Sunday afternoon musi- 
cal programs at the Grand Theatre, the arrangement of a very suc- 
cessful “Go to Church Sunday,” the provision of entertainments 
(usually four a week) for the Y. M. C. A. huts at camp, have won 
for Macon well-deserved popularity. 

The Rotary Club and a number of fraternal orders are uniting 
with the Commission in equipping a soldiers’ club which includes a 
large hall. 

An interesting innovation will be introduced if the City Council 
consents to the request to close a block on a business street from 
eight to ten each night for volley ball contests, wrestling, boxing 
and other athletic events. 


Mempuis, TENNESSEE—AVIATION CAMP 

The Memphis Commission on Training Camp Activities was 
organized in September to provide recreation facilities for the men 
located at the aviation camp at Millington, a few miles from the 
city. Conditions do not justify the placing there of a special 
worker and the work will be carried on by the Commission which 
is well equipped for the task. 
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MINNEAPOLIS AND ST. PauL, MINNESOTA—For?T SNELLING 

Working with existing organizations in the twin cities the 
war recreation secretary began in May the task of coordinating 
and developing activities for the men at Fort Snelling. 

The securing of the use of ten swimming pools which have 
served large numbers of men, the collecting of a library for camp 
through the systematic efforts of a number of city and state 
libraries, extensive entertainment through the Elks, Masons and 
other organizations and the publishing of a directory marked the 
early history of the city’s hospitality. Following these develop- 
ments, band concerts, the extension of privileges of membership by 
the St. Paul Association of Commerce, the securing of six extra 
policemen and two policewomen at the city’s largest park, church 
and home entertainment, instruction in French, automobile rides, 
dinners, and the provision of entertainments at camp have rounded 
out the program. 

In August a permanent War Recreation Service Bureau was 
created in each city with representatives from the leading associa- 
tions. ‘These committees work in the closest cooperation and act 
as clearing houses for the activities of the two communities. 

As a chief factor in the entertainment work the St. Paul center 
of the Drama League of America is providing organized programs 
of entertainment for community and camp and making possible 
dramatic productions by the men themselves. A booking office 
has been established in one of the department stores which is 
acting as a clearing house for entertainments, thereby avoiding 
duplication of effort. 

Work for girls is progressing under the Y. W. C. A. which is 
aiding in providing socials and entertainments. The use of the 
armory in St. Paul as a club house has been assured and club 
facilities will soon be available. 


MontcoMERY, ALABAMA—CAMP SHERIDAN . 

Montgomery’s program of hospitality for the men at Camp 
Sheridan had its beginning in July when the Committee of 100, 
appointed by the Chamber of Commerce, was reorganized and 
enlarged in preparation for the coming of the national guardsmen. 

in spite of the lack of facilities and inadequate resources so 
much interest was aroused that a scheme for raising $40,000 was 
immediately adopted. The Sunday afternoon after the first mass 
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meeting was held in August, 500 homes were opened to the soldiers. 
Since that time entertainments, week-end parties, musicals, band 
concerts, hospitality through the churches, a number of which are 
serving suppers twice a week for a nominal sum, musicals, plays, 
dances and receptions have continued uninterruptedly. A number 
of club rooms have been opened by churches and other organizations 
and the city has appropriated a sum of money for toilets and shower 
baths and has equipped a rest room. The community has been 
organized to provide entertainments for the Y. M. C. A. huts; a 
combination information bureau and band stand has been erected, 
the information bureau being in charge of a paid director. Splendid 
work has been done by the Rooming and Housing Bureau in finding 
accommodations for the hundreds of visitors coming to the city. 
The finest homes in the city have been opened to soldier visitors. 
As a result of the work of the committee, 800 street signs were 
ordered by the city. Many activities have been conducted by the 
Knights of Columbus and Catholic women’s organizations. 

Committees have been organized among the colored citizens 
to carry out a program for the colored troops to whom a careful 
explanation of southern customs and of Alabama laws affecting 
the negro has been given. A chorus of colored people has been 
organized and a soldiers’ club house opened. A schedule of base- 
ball and football games for colored troops is the latest achievement 
of the committee. 

A Patriotic League including practically all the girls of the 
city has been organized with a Chaperone Committee of about 250 
women. The League has given a series of dances to the men. The 
proprietor of a commercial dance hall has agreed to allow the 
Chaperone Committee to supervise his dances. 

The use of the city auditorium has been secured for Satur- 
day night entertainments at which soldier talent will be featured. 
A series of ball games between the Cleveland-American team and 
a camp nine, the fi"St game of which was attended by 8,000 men in 
uniform, is only one of the athletic activities planned for the city’s 
new recreation field. Invaluable work has been done along the lines 
of health and sanitation, $6,000 having been spent by the committee 
in making the city and territory surrounding the camp as sanitary 
as possible. 
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New Orieans, LovisIANA—JACKSON Barracks—Fort SAINT 
PHILLIP—NAVAL STATION, ALGIERS 

One of the first accomplishments of the New Orleans Com- 
mission on Training Camp Activities organized in September with 
splendid enthusiasm was the collection of books and magazines for 
the various stations. Over 2,500 books and an even larger number 
of magazines had been gathered before the end of the first month’s 
work. Equally encouraging has been the progress of work for girls, 
a number of Patriotic League groups having been organized in a 
short time. 

The furnishing of the returns of the World Series baseball 
games to all the camps in the vicinity was a feature very welcome 
to the men. Definite plans have been drawn up providing enter- 
tainment for the men at the stations and a vacant building is being 
equipped as a khaki club and headquarters for the men. 


NorFoLK—PortsMoutH District 


NorFoLK, VIRGINIA—NAVAL TRAINING STATION 

Work for the sailors and enlisted men at the stations in the 
Norfolk-Portsmouth District, including not only Norfolk and Ports- 
mouth but Newport News, Berkley, Virginia Beach and a number 
of other resorts and communities, began in June when the Union 
War Service Commission of Norfolk was created to meet the needs 
of men in all branches of the service. 

From the inauguration of the work the churches have had an 
active part in providing entertainments, socials, musicals and dances. 
Soldier and sailor quartettes at the varicus churches have attracted 
large numbers of men in uniform. Home hospitality has been 
promoted by the churches through church parties and also by a 
committee of hostesses serving continuously at the Sunday sings. 
Hundreds of men are being taken home every Sunday. A number 
of down town rest rooms have been opened and many private clubs 
including two Jewish clubs have placed their facilities at the dis- 
posal of the men. Dances, automobile rides, baseball games, the 
collecting of books for camp libraries and of flowers for convales- 
cent soldiers in the hospital, week-end parties, one individual enter- 
taining 200 men each Saturday afternoon, and the equipment of 
Confederate Square with benches to provide meeting places for 
soldiers and civilians are making Norfolk’s program a noteworthy 
one. 
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Sunday afternoon services and community sings under the 
auspices of five of the churches have attracted large numbers of 
people. Fully 4,000 men in uniform and an equally large number 
of citizens attended the service. The community sings are now 
being held in the armory, the use of which has been secured for 
all Saturday and Sunday entertainments. An old mansion with 
spacious gardens, a beautiful example of southern architecture, in 
the Berkley ward of Norfolk within a few blocks of St. Helena’s 
Naval Station, has been fitted up as a service club. A great deal of 
emphasis is being laid on work for girls, a number of Patriotic 
Leagues having been organized under special war workers from the 
Y. W. C. A.; two Travelers’ Aid workers have been secured. 

The War Service Commission of Virginia Beach has been 
organized for the benefit of the men guarding the wireless station 
and for the soldiers stationed at the rifle range. The Soldiers’ Club 
operated by this commission is the only recreational facility at 
Virginia Beach. It is now caring for 150 men daily. 





















PoRTSMOUTH, VIRGINIA—MARINE BarracKs—Navy YARD—NAvVyY 


HospPiTaL 

With the extension and growth of the work in the Norfolk- 
Portsmouth District it became necessary in September for a worker 
to give full time to Portsmouth. A separate committee known as 
the Portsmouth War Service Commission was organized and a 
definite program of activities initiated. 

The churches are doing much to provide hospitality and are 
systematizing their activities with different churches responsible 
for entertainments on definite nights. Through the Girls’ and 
Women’s Committee the Seaboard Air Line is contributing $50 a 
month for the services of a Travelers’ Aid worker. This committee 
has aided materially in organizing constructive work among colored 














girls. 

The use of the facilities of a number of clubs including the 
Catholic club with its gymnasium and showers, has been given the 
men and smokers, dances and programs of wrestling and boxing 
are being conducted. 















Newport News, VirRGINIA—PortT oF EMBARKATION—LANGLEY 
AVIATION FrELD—FortrREss Monroe 
Although there have always been numbers of soldiers at For- 
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tress Monroe, the selection of Newport News as a port of embarka- 
tion made it imperative to station a war recreation worker in that 
city. Men from five camps and aviation fields are affected by the 
Newport News organization, which also interests itself in the work 
at Hampton, Phoebus and Old Point Comfort (Fortress Monroe). 
The War Service Bureau was organized in September. It co- 
operated with the National League for Women’s Service in co- 
ordinating the activities of the various interested agencies. A per- 
manent office and information bureau, together with an accommoda- 
tions department has been opened. Eight recreation places have 
been opened to the enlisted men since the bureau was organized. 
Among the larger projects are those of the National League for 
Women’s Service and the Jewish Welfare Board. The churches 
are particularly active. 


PENSACOLA, FLortipA—Fort PicKENS—Fort BArRANCAS—AERO- 
NAUTIC STATION 

The organization in August of the Pensacola Army and Navy 
Life Activities Committee has resulted in the collection of books 
for the men at the stations, in the supplying of teachers of French 
as well as of regular entertainments at the fort and aeronautic 
station ; the publishing of a bulletin of information and a series of 
Saturday night community dances which are performing a distinct 
service in combatting the cheap dance halls. 

An option has been secured on a two-story building in which 
a club for enlisted men will be opened. The ministers of the dif- 
ferent churches have issued invitations to the men at the aeronautic 
station to attend religious services. Many men have responded 
and much home entertainment is resulting from this. Several of 
the churches are conducting entertainments and socials. 


PETERSBURG AND RICHMOND, VIRGINIA—CAMP LEE 

After a study of the Petersburg situation which disclosed a 
lack of adequate recreational facilities and of eating and sleeping 
accommodations, the Camp Lee War Council was organized in July. 

In writing the history of the War Camp Community Service 
in Petersburg the churches have had a prominent part. Socials and 
entertainments of various kinds, home hospitality and the equip- 
ment of a number of rest rooms are the result of the activities of 
the churches. A committee of representative colored citizens has 
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been organized to develop activities for the colored troops. The 
need for more sleeping accommodations has been one of the most 
urgent problems the committee has had to face. To aid in the 
solution of this problem and to provide additional facilities for 
the men from Camp Lee the Richmond Commission on Training 
Camp Activities was organized in September. A number of rest 
rooms have been opened and the Committee on Church Cooperation 
has adopted the policy of asking each denomination to concentrate 
on a down town church making it the center of all its community, 
social and religious activities. 


RANTOUL, ILLINOIS—AVIATION CAMP 

The War Recreational Social Service Bureau organized in Sep- 
tember embraces the work conducted at Champaign and Urbana, 
fifteen miles from camp, and at Paxton, eleven miles distant. 

With the help of a war recreation secretary who has given 
part of his time to the work, the Bureau has established an infor- 
mation bureau and taken a census of all available rooming and 
boarding accommodations. A lot has been secured on which a 
town rest room may be erected. Bulletins of activities have been 
posted in prominent places and entertainments are being sent to 
camp. 

The first High Twelve Club to be organized in the army has 
been made possible through the Masonic Lodge at Rantoul. The 
men are very proud of this club which holds weekly meetings and 
suppers at which regular army officers, reserve officers and privates 
sit at the same table. 


RocKForpD, ILLinois—Camp GRANT 

Beginning its work with comprehensive surveys of the physical 
resources of the city, covering assembly places, physical recreation 
resources, churches, commercial recreation, schools, social centers, 
libraries and other city facilities, the Rockford War Service Com- 
mission outlined a program of work covering all the resources of 
the community. 

In an effort to meet one of the most urgent needs—that of a 
club house for the boys who are crowding the streets—an option 
was secured on a well-adapted and properly located hall, to be used 
as a soldiers’ club. Plans have been formulated for its equipment 
and management and arrangements are also under way for a club 
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for colored soldiers. Plans are on foot for cooperation with the 
Chicago Examiner in a great Christmas celebration. 

The community of Beloit is being organized for work through 
the War Service Committee. 


SPARTA, WISCONSIN—MILITARY RESERVATION 

Four miles East of the Sparta Military Reservation lies the 
town of Sparta, a community of less than 4,000 people. Here the 
Social and Recreation Bureau with the hearty support of all citizens 
has been at work since June making its program for the soldiers as 
comprehensive as possible. As soon as the work started, the school 
buildings, athletic field and equipment were turned over to the com- 
mittee for use and the school athletic coach was placed in charge of 
the field and of swimming instruction. Two khaki clubs were 
immediately equipped and guest privileges extended by the country 
club. A Fourth of July celebration attracted an audience of 10,000 
people including practically all the soldiers off duty. Saturday night 
sales of home-made pies and cakes, the provision of two bulletin 
boards of weekly activities, the erection of a band stand at Court 
House Square for military concerts, community and camp sings, 
socials, dances and baseball and soccer ball games have signalized 
the progress of the work. 

Between 8,000 and 9,000 people attended the military tourna- 
ment held early in October ; later in the month a banquet was given 
the military band in appreciation of the services they had rendered 
during the summer. The development of work for girls has been 
along the line of the organization of a Patriotic League for which 
a club room has been equipped, classes in domestic science and play- 
ground activities. In August a curfew law was enacted. 

A club has been opened at La Crosse whose entertainment com- 
mittee is supplying two entertainments a week for the Y. M. C. A. 
huts. The withdrawal of troops in October has meant the practical 
suspensions of the program of activities. Plans are on foot, how- 
ever, for next year’s work. 


SPARTANBURG, SoUTH CAROLINA—CaMP WADSWORTH 

Confronted with the problem of proving to the thousands of 
New York boys stationed at Camp Wadsworth that southern hospi- 
tality is worthy of its reputation, the Spartanburg Commission on 
Training Camp Activities inaugurated in August its campaign of 
good fellowship. 


597 








SIX MONTHS OF WAR CAMP COMMUNITY SERVICE 


Two information bureaus were immediately opened in banks 
and a census of boarding houses and available rooms was taken. 
During the first month a number of concerts, dances and receptions 
were held and the Sunday School facilities of a church with twenty- 
five small rooms and two large ones were thrown open from four 
to ten p. m. daily under the direction of a paid leader. 

As the work developed the churches became very active, at 
least six of them giving regular Saturday evening entertainments 
and five furnishing talent at the camp. Much of the home enter- 
tainment which is so greatly appreciated by the men has been 
brought about through the churches. Small group parties, recep- 
tions, entertainment by lodges and concerts have increased, three 
band concerts each week by the military band being one of the latest 
additions to the program. As Spartanburg is the musical center of 
the South, much emphasis is being laid on this phase and community 
sings are becoming very popular. The auditorium of Converse 
College, seating 2,500, has been secured for use on practically all 
Saturday evenings and for Sunday afternoon concerts and song 
services. 

The recent securing of Woodman Hall as an enlisted men’s club 
represents an important and much needed addition to the city’s 
facilities. The Rotary Club has voted to contribute $60 a month to 
the support of the club which will be in charge of a special worker, 
the soldiers themselves being represented on the board of manage- 
ment. The equipment of a rest room in the Old Brick School House 
now used as barracks for the military police has been greatly ap- 
preciated by the men. A canteen service has been organized for 
the visiting men’s club, with seven teams composed of fifteen women 
each who conduct the canteen from ten a. m. to ten p.m. A move- 
ment is on foot among the wives and friends of the army officers 
to raise $20,000 for the erection, equipment and operation of a large 
club building. 


WESTERN DIVISION 


Deminc, NEw Mexico—Camp Copy 

Notwithstanding the limited resources of the town whose 
population numbers about 3,500, approximately 1,500 of whom are 
Mexican, Deming has been eager since the location of the camp 
near it to do all in its power for the national guardsmen. The 
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formation in August of a War Service Board marked the strength- 
ening of the scattered activities which had been started and the 
inauguration of an enlarged program. 

The city has increased its commercial recreation facilities con- 
sisting of one motion picture house, several pool and billiard rooms 
and “bone dry” saloons by the erection of two large wooden frame 
buildings for use as vaudeville and musical theatres, two small 
motion picture houses, and one large opera house. A further step 
towards the material increase of commercial amusement resources 
lies in the erection of Turner Amusement Park of 160 acres which 
will be a permanent state fair ground. This park will be conducted 
with the cooperation of the War Service Board, ten per cent of 
the gate receipts and twenty-five per cent of the concession rentals 
going to the treasurer of the Board. 

The city is cooperating with the Board by arranging for the 
installation of comfort stations and six drinking fountains and the 
jitney and car fare has been reduced from twenty-five cents to 
ten cents in order that more men may enjoy the program offered 
by the Board. 

The comprehensive program of activities which is constantly 
growing in usefulness includes series of dances for enlisted men 
and commissioned officers, some of the dances being given by the 
enlisted men themselves with chaperones provided by the Board, 
the arrangement of classes in French, Spanish and Mathematics, the 
provision of entertainment at camp and in the community, of band 
concerts, athletic meets, baseball games, home hospitality and 
activities through the churches, the union church service held at 
the Crystal Theatre attracting large numbers. 

An outdoor swimming pool has been built and work is now 
being pushed on the transformation of an old reservoir 800 feet 
square into an athletic stadium. 

The organization of a Grievance Committee will, it is hoped, 
prove effective in adjusting differences arising from overcharges 
and unfairness on the part of tradesmen while the creation of a 
War Workers’ Council with representatives from organizations 
within the camp and the community will, the feeling is, strengthen 
and coordinate camp and community forces and activities. 





Ex Paso, Texas—Camp Baker—Camp STEWART—Fort Biss 
The soldier problem is no new one to El Paso, where last year 
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many thousands of men were encamped. Because of the feeling 
that there may be an encampment for several years to come, the 
City of El Paso, through the group of interested citizens appointed 
in June, with the assistance of the Chamber of Commerce, has 
determined to make its work of a permanent character, directing 
its efforts towards making the men a part of the community’s life 
rather than its temporary guests. The War Service Board of 
El Paso is a distinct organization dedicated to the welfare and 
efficiency of the United States Army. 

One of the features of the work has been French instruction 
given under the direction of the high school superintendent. At 
least 2,000 men are enrolled in the classes which are held at camp 
with instruction from high school teachers and university professors. 
Instruction in English has also been instituted and many are avail- 
ing themselves of the opportunity. Other activities for the soldiers 
have included the collection of books for camp, socials, entertain- 
ment through churches and lodges, automobile rides for convalescent 
soldiers and entertainments at the base hospital and other recreation 
buildings in adjacent camps. This work has become so extensive 
that a woman has been engaged to take charge of the organization 
of entertainments and local activities and to help in the planning of 
activities carried on by the churches and lodges. A continuous 
program of social center activities, entertainments and athletic 
events is now being conducted under the direction of this local 
director. 

Money has been made available for a much needed swimming 
pool. The churches are providing many of the facilities for the 
soldiers’ entertainment. A large church building is soon to be put 
in shape for a down-town club. 

Splendid progress has been made in work for girls through the 
organization of a Patriotic League and a number of clubs. An 
employment bureau has been established and two policewomen 
appointed. 

A Grievance Committee to arbitrate in cases of unfair charges 
and complaints is one of the latest contributions of the committee 
to the well-being of the city’s guests. 


BorDER Towns 
The war recreation secretary stationed at El Paso has given 
a part of his time to helping the so-called border towns in carrying 
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out a program of activities. While conditions do not necessitate 
the placing of a permanent worker in each of these small places, 
the aid which is being given to the organization of committees to 
carry on the work is proving very helpful. Through visits and 
correspondence the interest and efforts of the committees in the 
various towns are being stimulated. 


BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 

Of the border towns Brownsville has been one of the most 
active in providing entertainment for its guests. The Recreation 
Board organized in July has secured the hearty cooperation of the 
Masons and Elks who are providing a reading room and opening 
their club facilities to the soldiers. The Girls’ Honor Guard has 
secured the use of a shady park space in the center of the town 
equipping it with benches for the use of the soldiers. Library 
facilities have been provided and a program of dances, band concerts 
and community singing is being carried out. The Board is cooperat- 
ing closely with the chaplain in providing entertainments at the post 
and is assisting in the construction of a skating rink for the men. 


Det Rio, Texas 

Work in Del Rio where a War Service Board was organized in 
July is being carried on under the general direction of the chaplain 
at the post, responsibility for carrying out various parts of the 
program being assigned to individual members of the Board. 

Because of the splendid location of the camp on the banks of 
the San Felipe River, providing two exceptionally fine swimming 
pools, and the existence of a well-equipped Y. M. C. A. building in 
the community, War Camp Community Service presents fewer 
problems to the Del Rio Board than it does in some of the other 
border towns where conditions are not so favorable. The churches 
are providing a number of entertainments and town and garrison 
talent is cooperating splendidly in a number of events. Community 
singing and band concerts have added greatly to the program. 

Not only the soldiers but the Mexicans and negroes in the 
community are being provided with means for recreation and self- 
expression. 


DoucLas, ARIZONA 
The Soldiers’ Recreation Board of Douglas prides itself on 
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being the first organization for war recreation work created in the 
border towns. A smallpox scare in June interfered with the pro- 
posed program but many activities have since been carried on in a 
vigorous manner. Entertainments at the recreation building in the 
camp, the collection of a library of about 700 volumes, the equip- 
ment of a down town soldiers’ club, automobile rides for con- 
valescent soldiers, entertainment through churches and fraternal 
orders and work for Jewish soldiers through a special committee 
have won the appreciation of the men at the post. 


EacLe Pass, Texas 

The War Service Board of Eagle Pass formed in August is 
iaving the hearty cooperation of the chaplain who is doing much 
inside the camp to provide activities. Weekly band concerts by 
the regimental band are being given in the community, the band 
stand having beer moved to the center of the plaza. The weekly 
parties which are being given for the men are proving very 
popular. 


LAREDO, TEXAS 

Laredo’s War Service Board, appointed in July, has arranged 
for frequent military band concerts at the city’s beautiful plaza 
and for community singing. A special program of entertainment 
is being provided by the Women’s Club which has also been instru- 
mental in establishing a down town soldiers’ club. 


MarFa, TEXAS 
The churches of Marfa have provided the main avenue of 


approach to the enlisted men and scattered groups doing patrol 
and guard duty at thirteen posts along the river. Various forms 
of recreation are provided by the five churches and the men are 
taking active part in the services. Books have been furnished 
through the War Service Board of El Paso at the various patrol 
stations. 


NoGALEs, ARIZONA 

Although Nogales has a population of only 5,000, half of whom 
are Mexicans and its recreation facilities are limited to three mov- 
ing picture shows, a baseball field, Masonic Temple and the equip- 
ment which four churches can offer, the splendid spirit of the citi- 
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zens and their desire to be of service are making a number of 
activities possible through the Federation on Camp Activities or- 
ganized in July. 

The churches and lodges are conducting regular and systematic 
programs of activities. Magazines and books are being sent to 
camp and entertainments arranged at the post. A dancing club for 
enlisted men conducted under their own management is proving 
very successful. 

The community organizer for the border towns has felt it 
wise to try to enlist the interest of the entire state of Arizona. 
With this in mind, influential officials and organizations in Tucson 
and Phoenix, the two most important cities in the state, are being 
lined uy 


Fort Wortu, TExAs—Camp BowleE 

In July Fort Worth assumed its responsibility towards the men 
at Camp Bowie in the organization of a War Service Board which, 
with the help of a permanent war recreation worker, has proved 
very much alive to its opportunities and responsibilities. 


rys 


‘he publishing of a bulletin of activities and a directory of 


churches, fraternal orders and labor unions, the sending of letters 
to the towns from which the boys come, the provision of a comfort 
| ten drinking fountains, club and reading rooms, com- 
munity “sing songs,” automobile rides, a performance of The 
Creat t one of the regular Sunday matinees, receptions, enter- 
tainments, socials, dances, musicals and hospitality by churches and 
fraternal orders have resulted in a justly popular program. 

The Parker Amusement Company, operating for the first time 
under semi-military regulations, has opened a park which it is hoped 
will go far towards solving commercial recreation problems. 

\ Patriotic League has been organized for girls and many group 
activities are being carried on. A probation officer has been engaged 
and an employment bureau established. 

Houston, TeExas—Camp LocaNn 


Through the War Service Bureau of the Chamber of Commerce 
organized in July the citizens of Houston are expressing a cordial 
spirit of hospitality towards the men at Camp Logan. In less than 
two weeks after the creation of the bureau eight rest rooms and 
clubs, two of them for officers and their wives; were in operation ; 
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a committee of colored citizens was at work providing activities for 
the colored soldiers through sings, dances and a social center at the 
colored library; a policewoman had been appointed and arrange- 
ments were being made for instruction in French. Further activi- 
ties have resulted in the opening of four additional rest rooms, the 
appointment by the committee on work for the colored troops of 
ten women to receive training as policewomen, home and church 
entertainment, musicals, socials, dances, receptions, banquets and a 
very successful “hospitality week” arranged by the churches and 
hospitality committees. 

The training of women as Travelers’ Aid workers and police- 
women is considered an important part of the program of preventive 
and instructive work for both colored and white girls. 

Sunday afternoon community concerts, the first of which was 
attended by 4,000 people, have resulted in community singing and 
are offering opportunities for get-together occasions, Sixteen hun- 
dred volumes have been sent to the Y. M. C. A. huts. Details have 
been worked out for a pageant to be given in December and a com- 
mittee appointed to give plays throughout the year. 


Junction City, Manuatran, Army City, Kansas—Fort RinEY— 
Camp Funston 
Junction Crty 

The history of the Junction City Council on Training Camp 
Activities organized in May is one of splendid achievement under 
difficulties arising from inadequate facilities. When the Officers’ 
Reserve Training Camp was established at Fort Riley, a survey of 
the recreational facilities of the city with its 6,000 inhabitants re- 
vealed the fact that the combined seating capacity of all recreational 
features including the motion picture house, opera house, pool 
rooms, hotel lobbies, cigar and refreshment stands was slightly over 
3,000 while many times that number of soldiers were coming to the 
city daily for their free time activities. 

Undaunted by the stupendousness of its task the council secured 
the cooperation of the fraternal orders, churches and Chamber of 
Commerce in opening their facilities to the men and providing all 
possible entertainment. Further activities of the Council included 
the publishing of the Junction City and Fort Riley pamphlet con- 
taining information regarding city and camp, the arrangement of 
a successful patriotic celebration and other special features in which 
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the community and soldiers participated, the compilation, with the 
cooperation of the Chamber of Commerce, of a directory of avail- 
able rooms and the stimulation of home hospitality through churches 
and lodges. Through the educational department whose cooperation 
was enlisted, two playgrounds were opened in connection with the 
schools under expert leadership and one city playground with an 
athletic field, baseball diamond and swimming pool was made avail- 
able for the soldiers. Free use of the track of the driving club was 
secured for athletic carnivals. 

To meet the imperative need for a suitable recreation building 
for the use of the soldiers, $15,000 was raised through a quick 
canvass to provide for the erection of a community house and Young 
Women’s League rooms. The community house which serves as a 
meeting place for soldiers and civilians and houses most of the 
soldier and civilian activities has had an average attendance on week 
days of 1,500 and week-ends from 4,000 to 5,000. A second recrea- 
tion building costing $27,000 exclusive of the lot will soon be under 
way. 

Funds are now being raised among the negroes of the larger 
cities in the section of the country in which Camp Funston is 
located which, together with funds from other sources, will, it is 
hoped, provide recreational equipment for the thousands of negro 
troops whose needs cannot be met by existing facilities. The 
combined negro population of Junction City and Manhattan is 
less than 500 and their resources must be materially supplemented. 


MANHATTAN 

An organization similar to that at Junction City has been 
effected in Manhattan and all officials and citizens are cooperating 
to make the city the best possible place for the soldiers. The State 
Agricultural College has offered all its facilities to the men, giving 
frequent entertainments, exhibitions, athletic meets and games. The 
churches are providing Sunday afternoon and evening entertain- 
ments. Four thousand dollars was raised by public subscription to 
equip and maintain a temporary recreation hall and the city has 
voted $15,000 bonds for a permanent community building which 
will cost $31,000, the Rotary Club of the district providing the 
balance of the funds needed. 

The Y. W. C. A. is cooperating in Manhattan and Junction 
City by providing recreational facilities for girls and young women, 


605 








SIX MONTHS OF WAR CAMP COMMUNITY SERVICE 


by operating a rest room for women in Junction City and by conduct- 
ing classes in physical education and hygiene in both cities. 


Army City 

Army City, immediately adjacent to the Government Reserva- 
tion, is a purely commercial town built to provide for the leisure 
time of the men at Camp Funston. A joint committee from the 
Councils of Manhattan and Junction City is planning the work. A 
cafeteria has been opened by the Y. W. C. A. which has erected a 
temporary building for housing about 40 young women employed 
at Army City. 

The sixteen representatives of the War Department Com- 
mission on Training Camp Activities inside and outside the camp 
have formed a council meeting twice each month which is making 
more effective the work for the welfare of the soldiers. 


LAWTON, OKLAHOMA—FortT SILL 

In spite of the inadequate facilities of the community and the 
lack of any considerable wealth the War Service Board of Lawton 
appointed in August began at once to work out a comprehensive 
program. 

A disused school building was immediately obtained as a 
soldiers’ club with lounge, billiards, pool, reading and writing 
facilities and baths. Four comfort stations have been erected at a 
cost of $6,000; large benches have replaced the “keep off” signs in 
town; lawn fetes, banquets, band concerts, Sunday night concerts, 
receptions, musicals, and socials, the opening of a number of church 
khaki clubs with hostesses in charge are only a few activities of 
which the War Service Board may justly be proud. 

The Housing Bureau which is in charge of a paid worker has 
listed 1,200 available rooms and is rendering invaluable assistance 
to the officers and privates. The organization of a high school boys’ 
club and of a business women’s league are a unique feature of the 
work, while the forming of an association of jitney drivers which 
will pay $500 a month into the treasury of the Board, is an enter- 
prise no other camp city has undertaken. 

The Lawton Hospitality House which opened in October has 
filled a great need. Here 500 soldiers were served with luncheon at 
the Gala Day performances attended by 30,000 people at which track 
events, a sham battle and flying feats by eight airplanes were fea- 
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tures of the program. Under the direction of a special Y. W. C. A. 
war worker, clubs have been organized for girls and a club house 
built. 

LittLE Rock, ARKANSAS—ARGENTA, ARKANSAS—CAMP PIKE 

Little Rock, another of the pioneer camp cities, began in May 
to blaze a trail in War Camp Community Service. 

The second Sunday the boys were in camp the early efforts 
of the War Service Board bore their first fruits when many of the 
men attending service were taken home for dinner. With the use 
of the municipal auditorium secured for dances and other entertain- 
ments, a program of activities began immediately. Dances, lawn 
fetes, baseball games, Sunday afternoon band concerts, community 
singing, automobile rides, musicals, entertainment through fraternal 
orders and churches have made a continuous and full program. 

Many clubs and buildings have been thrown open for the com- 
fort and enjoyment of the men. Drinking fountains and comfort 
stations have been installed and a swimming zone established in 
the Arkansas River at the foot of the fort, and dressing rooms pro- 
vided. The old Capitol grounds have been fitted up with a band 
stand, park benches and electric lights and seats have been placed 
about the city for the men and their guests. 

The Hotel and Rooming House Accommodations Bureau which 
is being conducted under the direction of a paid worker, has listed 
750 available rooms. A Grievance Committee consisting of citizens 
and military authorities is working to secure fair treatment for 
merchants and soldiers. 

A large room covering three stores is being used as a central 
soldiers’ club and through the courtesy of the Elks rooms have 
been set aside for officers’ wives. An interesting feature of the 
Little Rock work, indicative of the splendid spirit with which the 
city is expressing its hospitality to the soldiers is the welcome given 
men when they first reach camp. A committee of business men 
meets each train bringing troops to the city, greeting the men as 
they arrive and very often serving them with luncheons prepared 
for them by the women of the community. 

The problem of the young girl is receiving careful considera- 
tion by the Health and Recreation Association in which thirty-seven 
women’s clubs have representation. This association is working 
to secure better chaperonage for the girls in the city, more modest 
methods of dressing and to promote a curfew law sentiment. 
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The Board has secured the cooperation of the city authorities 
in meeting the dance hall problems with the result that the licensing 
fee has been made so high that only the better class dance halls can 
afford to pay it. A further step in advance lies in the erection of 
a $300,000 building which will contain a large well-lighted dance 
hall under the censorship of the War Service Board. 

Argenta across the river is cooperating with Little Rock in 
activities for the men in uniform and a separate organization is 
now in the process of formation. 


Pato Ato, CALIFORNIA—CAMP FREMONT 

In August the work was organized in Palo Alto under the 
Recreation Commission for Camp Fremont which, with the co- 
operation of Redwood City, San Mateo, San Jose and other small 
communities on the peninsula, immediately undertook a program 
for entertaining the men at camp. 

The hospital equipment of Agnew including a complete theatre 
building, dance and reception rooms was turned over to the Com- 
mission and the state armory was secured as a club house. A series 
of baseball games was arranged between the hospital employees and 
enlisted men and a camp paper published. The temporary dis- 
continuing of the camp made unnecessary further activities but 
with its reopening in October the work was enthusiastically re- 
newed. Santa Clara College, prominent in athletics and dramatics, 
which has been selected as a reserve officers’ training school, will 
make its facilities available for the use of the Commission. The 
recent gift of a large house and five acres of land located within 
a half mile of the camp, has made possible a well-equipped club 
house. 

San Jose is offering weekly entertainment to the officers in a 
series of luncheons given by the Chamber of Commerce and dances 
given by the leading hotel of the city. 

A systematic registration of all girls between the ages of 12 
and 20 is being taken in San Mateo and Santa Clara counties with 
the purpose of organizing clubs for patriotic service. The churches 
and women’s clubs became active from the first, the former in try- 
ing to get the men to attend church and church sociables, and the 
latter in developing social entertainment in the way of dances, re- 
ceptions and entertainments of various kinds, the women’s club 
houses being donated for that purpose. 
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SaLt Lake Crty, Utan—Fort Doucias 

The Soldiers’ Recreation Board, organized in June, has been 
active in securing the use of all public recreational facilities such 
as municipal swimming pools and a gymnasium and in arranging 
for week-end automobile trips and entertainments at the post hos- 
pital. During the summer reduced rates were secured for swim- 
ming, boating and roller skating at a near-by summer resort. A 
great deal has been done in securing free admission for men in 
uniform to the baseball games played in the city. The army club, 
established in a down town section, has attracted large numbers 
of men. 


San Antonio, TeExas—Camp TRAVIS 

With splendid enthusiasm the War Service Board of San An- 
tonio, organized in June, has faced the problem of providing facili- 
ties and activities for the men at six stations: Camp Travis, with 
the drafted men, the Aviation Station at Kelly Field, Camp Sam 
Houston, Camp Stanley, the Arsenal and the Balloon School. 

As a result of the early activities of the Board, Travis Military 
Park was dedicated to the use of the soldiers. Lights, benches and 
a “sing-song” platform were installed at a cost of approximately 
$1,000. The golf, tennis and athletic facilities at Brackenridge 
Park were opened to the men in uniform free of charge and two 
bathing beaches developed especially for them. The opening of a 
number of recreation and club rooms by churches and lodges, the 
establishment of the Tip Top Club at the top of a modern office 
building in the heart of the city, the distribution of bulletin direc- 
tories giving the names of fraternal orders, labor unions and 
churches and the erection of an Information and Housing Bureau 
which has served the needs of hundreds of soldiers and their guests, 
have made San Antonio’s program a very helpful one. Other activi- 
ties include the promotion of union services known as Pleasant 
Sunday Evenings in which all denominations join, an outdoor 
theatre at Brackenridge Park, community singing, band concerts, 
entertainments, dances, athletic events, the organization of local 
talent for entertainments inside and outside the camp, the stimula- 
tion of such activities as automobile rides for convalescent soldiers 
under the auspices of the Red Cross, the promotion of the amuse- 
ment park established under the supervision of the military authori- 
ties and the censoring of commercial amusement enterprise, the 
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organization of a Square Deal Association, the inauguration of a 
systematic, city-wide work for girls, including the stimulation of 
patriotic activities, the development of protective work with a 
Travelers’ Aid worker and seven policewomen and the establish- 
ment of a protective home. 

San Antonio’s attitude toward the work of the War Service 
Board is shown by the fact that the city has raised $46,000 for it— 
the largest contribution for any phase of patriotic work except the 
Red Cross. 


San Disco, CALIFORNIA—CAMP KEARNEY 

San Diego’s Committee on Recreation for Army and Navy 
which has concerned itself with work for soldiers, marines, signal 
corps troops and an aviation corps stationed at various posts and 
camps near the city, is fortunate in having available for its use 
the La Jolla playground and social center with its unusually fine 
equipment of grounds and recreation building. Since the inaugura- 
tion of the work in June these facilities have been in constant use, 
truck loads of soldiers going daily to the recreation building where 
the shower baths have proved a great boon. Baseball and basket 
ball leagues have been organized on the playgrounds and athletic 
equipment furnished. Dances are frequently conducted on the 
playgrounds. Other facilities belonging to the Playground Depart- 
ment have been freely turned over to the men in service. 

San Diego’s splendid spirit of hospitality has found many chan- 
nels of expression. Drinking fountains and comfort stations have 
been installed; many books have been collected for camp libraries ; 
trade journals and magazines which will keep the men in touch with 
developments in their line of work are being made available for 
them. Night school courses including instruction in French and 
manual arts have been opened. The exposition grounds and the 
stadium have been made available for the men and many events 
are conducted there, the Labor Day service meet and military exhibi- 
tion held at the stadium having attracted 8,000 people. A Fourth 
of July celebration was also voted a great success. Outdoor con- 
certs, community sings, dances, aquatic and athletic sports, home 
entertainment, the expansion of club privileges and many activities 
through the churches are making San Diego’s hospitality justly 
famous. 

A number of khaki clubs have been established for two of which 
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the Chamber of Commerce appropriates $50 a month. The Enlisted 
Men’s Club, splendidly equipped by the Rotary Club, is a very 
popular center. Plans are on foot for opening additional club 
rooms and for equipping the athletic field of the armory for mili- 
tary police, soldiers and sailors. 


San Francisco, CALIFORNIA 

sSeginning its activities with a survey of existing recreational 
facilities, the Committee for Recreation for Soldiers and Sailors 
inaugurated in July an ambitious program. 

A mammoth Fourth of July celebration including band concerts, 
an athletic meet and a grand ball, the provision of a branch library 
in camp as well as thousands of books for chaplains and of 
instruction in French, the securing of a number of private club 
facilities for the use of the men, extensive home hospitality and 
entertainments of various kinds, marked the first two months’ 
achievements. 

Plans for a number of soldiers’ clubs rapidly matured. The 
opening of the National Defenders’ Club for soldiers, sailors and 
marines, with the cooperation of the National League for Women’s 
Service and of the Palace Hotel Club made possible by another 
group of women represents an achievement which has meant much 
in the history of San Francisco’s War Camp Community Service. 
The City Federation of Women’s Clubs carried through a series of 
over fifty dances, most of them held at the large ball rooms at the 
hotels, and the music committee inaugurated community singing 
culminating in a magnificent festival of Allied Songs, with tableaux, 
pageantry and ballets. All of the sings have been held at the Civic 
Auditorium and the attendance in some cases has been 12,000. An 
Auto Recreation Corps has mobilized patriotic auto owners and 
with the aid of seven secretaries has provided auto rides for con- 
valescents and Sunday trips. Additional features have been pro- 
vided in open houses and receptions including musical and dramatic 
entertainments in which the men themselves have a part, baseball 
games and a big army and navy tournament on Columbus Day. 

The fraternal orders of the city have been most cooperative in 
providing club and reading rooms for the men as have been the 
hotels in permitting their facilities to be used for many functions. 
Recent action on the part of the managers of twenty of the best 
hotels has resulted in the privilege of free baths by all and a 
reduction in rates by a number. 
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SEATTLE, WASHINGTON—BREMERTON Navy YARD—Fort CasEY— 
Fort FLAGLER—Fort LawToNn—Fort WorpdEN 

The Seattle Recreation Committee for Soldiers and Sailors 
which has been at work since August may justly point with pride 
to its achievement in securing for the men at the nearby camps 
and forts a club house adequate for the demands which will be 
made upon it. The equipment of the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Club, 
formerly the Seattle Athletic Club, includes a gymnasium where 
weekly functions are given, swimming pool, shower baths, rest, 
writing and game rooms and sleeping accommodations for 250 men. 
These facilities will prove invaluable in developing a leisure time 
program. Other accomplishments of the committee are represented 
in the securing of the use of the arena seating 8,000 people in which 
a military pageant was staged in September, the extension of mem- 
bership privileges by two of the largest clubs of the city, auto- 
mobile trips, the successful working out of a Mothers’ Day program 
and home hospitality through which many men are sent into homes 
each week. 

An ambitious series of athletic events covering three months 
has been worked out. Athletic carnivals, football games, an ice 
carnival and indoor track meets are features of the program. 
Many of the girls of the city, organized in groups of ten under the 
leadership of older women, will give dances, parties and other 
entertainments. 


TacoMaA, WaASHINGTON—CaAmpPp LEwIs 

Tacoma and Seattle are working jointly in the provision of 
activities for the men at camp although each city has a war recrea- 
tion secretary and separate organization. 

Tacoma’s Committee on Recreation for Soldiers, facing the 
problems arising from the sudden doubling of its population and 
with inadequate playground and commercial amusement resources 
and insufficient transportation facilities between city and camp, has 
nevertheless entered with enthusiasm on its great task. Home enter- 
tainment, small group dances, Saturday night church socials, auto- 
mobile rides and the collection of books for camp were the out- 
growth of the first month’s work in August. 

Private clubs and fraternal orders have been generous in plac- 
ing their facilities at the disposal of the soldiers and in extending 
membership privileges. Available rooms have been listed and a 
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weekly bulletin of social events and church activities published. 
Concerts, dances, several football games at the Stadium, one of 
which was attended by 12,000 soldiers, the provision of entertain- 
ment at camp and the laying of plans for an amusement zone at 
camp and for a club for colored soldiers have made Tacoma’s pro- 
gram for War Camp Community Service memorable. 


VALLEJO, CALIFORNIA—MarRE IsLAND NAvAL TRAINING STATION 

One of the greatest achievements of the Naval Recreation 
Commission of Vallejo in its two months’ history has been the 
development of a spirit of cooperation among the people of the 
community who have never before been organized for civic im- 
provement. 

In spite of the fact that military orders have restricted the 
liberty of the sailors in coming to the city, the work of the Com- 
mission made progress not only for the men at Mare Island but 
also for the men from San Francisco to whom a royal welcome is 
given. 

Dances, extensive home entertainment, hospitality through fra- 
ternal orders, provision of extension courses in French, the forma- 
tion of a community chorus and the arrangement of football games 
with Pacific Coast colleges and athletic clubs were features of the 
program during the early history of War Camp Community Service. 

The provision of soldiers’ and sailors’ clubs has been one of the 
important features of the work. The Guild House which will care 
for 300 men has been turned over to the Commission, as have the 
facilities of the Motor and Yacht Club with its dance hall and 
reception room. Plans are on foot for the fitting up of the base- 
ment of the public library as a service club. 


Waco, Texas—Fort McArTHUR 

The first step taken by the War Board on its organization in 
July was the provision of activities for negro troops through the 
stimulation of the interest of representative colored citizens and 
their appointment as committee members to take charge of the 
work. The second month of service was marked by the establish- 
ment of a number of rest rooms by the churches which also inaugu- 
rated socials and home entertainment; the equipment of a down 
town club by the Young Men’s Business League and the provision 
of comfort stations. Great impetus was given during August to 
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the development of work for girls, through the formation of classes 
for factory girls, the employment of a policewoman and the estab- 
lishment of civic centers in the schools. Later history of girls’ work 
in Waco records the organization of Girls’ Patriotic Leagues and 
of an employment bureau. 

The fraternal orders of the city have been very active in enter- 
taining their members and in opening their rooms as rest and read- 
ing rooms. Steps are being taken to meet some of the dance hall 
problems by the furnishing of chaperones for the public dances and 
the arrangement of private small group dances. 

Other features of the program which have won the gratitude 
of the soldiers have included the listing of available boarding houses 
and rooms, the equipment of a swimming pool with dressing rooms, 
the establishment of rest rooms for Jewish soldiers, entertainment 
for the men at the base hospital and the appointment of an employ- 
ment committee to find work for the wives of enlisted men who 
wish to be near their husbands. 


The first six months of War Camp Community Service with 
its experiments, its failures and its successes have passed. The 
foundation has been laid. The next six months will see the strength- 
ening of the structure—the enlargement and growth of this epoch- 
making movement. For history is being made in this the first year 
of America’s share in the world’s war, not only on the battle fields 
of France but in the cities of America which are preparing the way 
for a new democracy. 

To the National Board of the Y. W. C. A., the local Y. M. C. 
A’s, the churches, lodges, civic clubs, women’s organizations and 
all the groups and individuals whose cooperation is making War 
Camp Community Service a living force, and especially to the 
Chambers of Commerce and Rotary Clubs and other groups who 
are aiding so generously in raising the funds to finance the work, 
the Playground and Recreation Association of America wishes to 
express its indebtedness and appreciation. 
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E, have got these young men in camp and they are 

surrounded from the time they leave home until 
the day when they come back to it, if in God's provi- 
dence they can come back, with more agencies for 
their protection and comfort and health and happiness, 
physical, spiritual and mental, than any army that 
ever went out on a field. 

“They are classified by a system so that men who 
have mechanical instincts and training will be given 
mechanical opportunities in the army. The ‘round’ 
man is not sought to be put in the ‘square’ place. By 
virtue of activities started in the war department the 
communities which surround these camps have been 
instantly got away from the notion which used to be 
prevalent, of a certain alienation between a civilian 
soldier group and these soldier boys in these camps 
have been adopted into the. homes and hearts of the 
people among whom they live. No such relation has 
ever existed between an army and a civilian population 
as exists with regard to this.” 


NEWTON D. BAKER 
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